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2015 in Review: A Year of Careful  
Planning for Future Growth 

By Arvin Moden, Administrator 

2015 was a 
year of 
prayerful and 
careful plan-
ning. The 
Children’s 
Home board 
and staff 
worked to-
gether to 
seek God’s 
plan for the 
expansion of 
the ministry.  
The Future Growth Committee met for most of 
the year before making their report to the board 
where it was unanimously approved.   High-
lights of the Future Growth Committee's recom-
mendations included renovation of the office/
staff residence building and the building of a 
second girls' home. 
 

The recommendations of the Future Growth 
Committee were then turned over to an ad hoc 
construction committee.  The construction com-
mittee members included four volunteers who 
were professionals in construction who could 
give expert advice.  The committee worked dili-
gently to develop several possible plans for the 
renovation of the office/residence building. 

Luke 14:28 says “Suppose one of you wants to 
build a tower. Will he not first sit down and 
estimate the cost …?”  When committee devel-
oped cost estimates, it was discovered that, due 
to handicap accessibility regulations, it was not 

good stewardship to 
renovate the office/
residence building into 
expanded office space.  
It was going to cost 
$20,000 to make the 
building accessible 
from the parking lot, 
and it would cost an 

additional $80,000 to $100,000 to install an 
elevator, making the second story offices hand-
icapped-accessible. 
 

The board decided that it would be less expen-
sive and far better 
stewardship to build a 
new office building 
and renovate the cur-
rent office/residence 
into two separated resi-
dences. 
 

The construction com-
mittee is currently 
drawing up plans for a 
new office building, and construction is ex-
pected to begin in 2016. 

RECEIVE YOUR BUILDER 
BY  

E-MAIL! 
 

We’d love for you to consider receiving 
your Builder by e-mail.  Our ministry 
would continue to stay in contact with 

you, but with no postage and no  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

paper costs!  Simply send your name and 
e-mail address to 

          use_my_email@yahoo.com. 
We’ll make sure the next issue is deliv-
ered to your electronic inbox.  To those 

of you who have chosen this option 
(almost 800 folks), thank you! 

 

Visit our Facebook page for 
lots of great pictures.   

“Like us” and get daily up-
dates! 

Our Resident Writer/Speaker 
How many times has it been said that success 
hinges upon being able to communicate 
well?  If that is the mark of one’s future, then 
Colby’s is BRIGHT!  We are so proud of 
Colby’s strength in writing.  In January, Col-
by was awarded the President’s Pen by VFW 
Post 4549 in Robinson for his essay, which 
addressed the question, “What Does Free-
dom Mean to Me?”  For his efforts, Colby 
was honored at a banquet, given a plaque, 
and earned a $50 cash award.  Way to go, 
Colby!! 



The board and staff are also looking forward to the construction of a second girls’ home in the next 3 to 
5 years.  The construction of a new girls' home will be possible because of the 2016 plans.  A new office 
environment and organizational updates allow for improved infrastructure, an anticipated increase in 
operational costs (which is inevitable with a growth project that increases our campus capacity), and 
greater revenue-generation practices to support growth.  In addition, the renovation of the current office/
residence will be made ready to accommodate an additional set of re-
lief houseparents.  All of these measures are necessary to ensure that 
we are prepared for the growth of the program when a new home is 
constructed in the very near future.  We currently have two boys’ home 
but only one girls’ home. It breaks our hearts when we must turn away 
girls who desperately need out of home placement. 
 

Geographical Growth 
As the Children’s Home grows in the number of children served, it 
must also grow in the geographical area that it serves.  In order to at-
tract board members from a wider geographical area, the board 
changed from meeting monthly to meeting quarterly.  The Home now 
has board members from as far away as Terre Haute, Indiana and 
Rockford, Illinois.  Our hope is to attract even more board members 
from Illinois and Indiana with the required Christian commitment and 
skills. 
 

Transition Planning 
A third area of prayerful, careful planning in 2015 involved planning 
for smooth staff transitions.  Arvin Moden, the Home’s current Exec-
utive Director, decided that it was appropriate for him to retire in one 
to three years, depending upon when a new Executive Director could 
be found who would take the Home to the next level of ministry.  A 
board sub-committee has begun working on facilitating this transi-
tion. 
 

A more immediate transition will occur with the retirement of Nancy 
Moden, the school teacher/administrator.  In early 2016, a new teach-
er/administrator will be sought.  Please see separate article for de-

tails. 
 

The board and staff feel a tremendous responsibility to God and to you, the support-
ers of the Home, to plan wisely for the Home’s future. Please continue to pray that 
God will guide and bless these plans. 

2015 in Review  (cont.) Nancy Moden to Retire as Teacher/
Administrator of New Life Academy 

Nancy Moden joined the campus staff in August 2011 and 
has, since that time, been a staple in the education of stu-
dents on our campus.  In her tenure at New Life Academy, 
Nancy has helped many students be successful in the class-
room, an accomplishment that nearly all had not experi-
enced before such personalized instruction.  Nancy was 
instrumental in areas outside of one-to-one student instruc-
tion, too.  She has expanded the school 
library, navigated the move from a one-
room, basement-level location to a 
brand new facility, and stepped up the 
school’s curriculum to adopt Alpha-
Omega online instruction through a pro-
gram known as Ignitia.  Her shoes will 
be difficult to fill, but with her an-
nounced retirement at the end of the 
current school year, we must begin the 
search for a new school teacher/
administrator.  The following call was 
issued by Arvin Moden, our Executive 
Director, in early January.    

The Oblong Children’s Christian Home is accepting resumes 
for a high school teacher/administrator for the 2016–2017 
school year.  The teacher will be working with 3 to 10 challenging young people in our 
campus high school.  The teacher will be assisted by a houseparent in the classroom.  For 
most subjects, the school presently uses the Ignitia curriculum, an individualized computer
-based curriculum where the teacher acts as a guide and resource person. A few subjects 
are taught using a more traditional model. If interested, please submit a resume and names, 
e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers for five references by February 15 to the Oblong 
Children’s Christian Home, 4094 E. 1050 Ave., Oblong, IL 62449.  For a complete job 
description, go to the Home’s website at www.oblongchristianhome.org  or call Arvin 
Moden at 618-592-3633.  

PLEASE HELP US TO SPREAD THE WORD! 

http://www.oblongchristianhome.org/


In Memory 
Dewey & Naomi Nash in memory of Elton & Edna Carlson and 
David J. Carlson ♥ Richard & Wanda Bach, Robinson High 
School Staff & Faculty, Francis Porter, Joseph & Peggy Russell, 
Kathy Osborn, Mark & Nancy Doyle, Lyle & Linda Bailey, 
Sherry Fiscus-Brown, Art & Karen Bortolini, Rodney & Cathe-
rine Jones, Mindful Movement Studio, LLC (Miriam Resnick), 
William & Norma Jean Venrick, Evelyn Heiter, Craig & Kim 
Harris, P.D. Highsmith, Bob & Sherry Catt, Doyle & Barb Pur-
cell, Glen & Donna Rosborough, Ron & Terie Baker, Lanora 
Satterfield, Carl & Judy McDevitt, Dewayne & Sharilyn Alexan-
der, Doug & Karen Maddox, Eva Hester, Walter & Elaine Jones, 
Ocie and Diana Smith, David and Sandra Goodwin, Joe and 
Virginia Bayless, Bill & Marsha Collins, Brandon & Sarah Catt, 
Kathleen McClanahan-Gruhl and Roberta Perry in memory of 
Thelma Tinsky ♥ Kyle & Tasha Bogard in memory of Joe & 
Linda Smith ♥ Marilyn King in memory of Hal King ♥ Lyle & 
Linda Bailey in memory of Hazel Culp and Bob Hill ♥ Mary 
Ellen Craig in memory of Carter William Jackson ♥ Lyle & 
Linda Bailey in memory of Pauline Leffler ♥ Dennis Keith & 
Tamara Vail in memory of Ina Brant ♥ Stan Pool in memory of 
Glenda Pool ♥ Dr. John & Sue Trimble, Bernyce Coleman and 
Patrick Keen in memory of Jane McCoy ♥ Norma Boehl Family, 
Yvonne & Doug, Doyle & Barb Purcell, Mike & Karen Dart, 
Teresa John Lovell, Jayce Johnson Spangler, Kevin Ochs and 
Mont Eagle Mills, Inc. in memory of Vivian Jackson ♥ Dave & 
Joyce Litherland in memory of Bernice Jordan ♥ Gerald B. Jones 
in memory of Sara Benton ♥ Michael & Judy Henry in memory 
of George Inboden ♥ Jim & Millie Stewart in memory of Jack 
Shawver ♥ Lyle & Linda Bailey in memory of the Christmas 
Eve Anniversaries of Charles & Esco Cox (1927) and Chester 
& Effie Bailey (1929) ♥ Edna Whitehurst in memory of Martha 
Cranford ♥ Mike & Judy Henry in memory of Mike Murray and 
Brian Neidigh ♥ Jess Newton in memory of Jim & Pauline Hill 
♥ Robin & Jan Tracy in memory of M. Wayne Tracy ♥ Joyce 
Bogard in memory of Harry Dale Phillips ♥ Howard & Marianne 
Bilyew,  Frosty, Jean Anne Frosty Jr. & Sherry Willis, Leroy & 
Diana Sparks, Jack & Ginny Vaughn, Earl & Valinda Deckard 
and family, Andrew & Jerin Romack and Avery & Brayden, 
Doyle & Barbara Purcell, Gerald & Myra Bilyew, Jim & Jan 
Withrow, David Larkin & family, OHS Class of 1964, Paul & 
Diana Smith, Dave & Brenda Richart, Jeff & Sue DeAmann, 
Melissa DeAmann, Nate Fiscus, Kenny & Jane Kimmel, Bryon 
Higgins, Judy McCleave, Don & Valarie Dunlap, Darrell & 
Nancy Bex, Bill & Pam Rosborough, and Raymond & Kay 
Sanders in memory of Mike Murray ♥ John May in memory of 
Patty May ♥ Doug & Marty Black in memory David Bilbo ♥ 
James & Lisa Legg in memory of Wilma Tinsky ♥ Daniel & 
Kristi Schaffner in memory of Judy Henry ♥ Alvin & Connie 
Kingery in memory of Ilse Laping ♥ Leon & Elaine Harris in 
memory of Arthur & Clara M. Harris ♥ William & Phyllis 
Glosser in memory of Alice Glosser and Phyllis Stakeman ♥ 
Joyce Ann Lewis in memory of Charles E. Lewis ♥ Tom & Ruth 
Ann Fleenor in memory of Bob Alley, Don McKinney and Mar-
garet Van Cleave ♥ Mac & Julie Thacker in memory of Marga-
ret Thacker ♥ Stan Pool in memory of Glenda Pool ♥ Juanita 
Brooks in memory of Sharon Highsmith 
 

In Honor  
Bell Ridge Christian Church Bible Study Group in honor of Clella 
Camp ♥ Mark Weber in honor of Alice Tennyson and Nancy Stew-
art ♥ Les & Debbie Chamberlain in honor of Lourdes Cardiac Re-
hab Department, Lourdes ECHO Department, Lourdes Vascu-
lar Lab ♥ John & Audrey Spray in honor of Fewkes/Spray Families 
at Christmas ♥ George & Madonna Ormsby in honor of the minis-
ters and staff at the Highland Church of Christ ♥ George & Nieta 
Fewkes in honor of their children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren ♥ Chris & Audra Spray in honor of George & Nieta 
Fewkes ♥ Alvin & Connie Kingery in honor of the “Richter Girls” 
- Ila, Millie and Adeline ♥ Dana Tylka in honor of Wayne & 
Shirley Stevenson ♥ Sproat Insurance in honor of Daniel, David & 
Douglas Sproat ♥ Mark & Lizabeth Jones in honor of Don Jones  

What 
Did 

Good 
Grades 

Earn for 
You as a 

Kid? 
Do you remem-
ber school days 

when you worked hard to earn something 
extra from mom and dad for the effort?  
Thanks to a chal-
lenge from our 
counselor, some of 
our hard-working 
kids will share in 
that kind of 
memory.  In late 
January, students 
who “made the cut” 
will head out for 
ice skating and a meal to celebrate! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
 

Oblong Children's Christian Home has learned 
that the U.S. Congress has passed legislation 
which not only extends the IRA Charitable Rollo-
ver provision for the current tax year, but also 
makes it a permanent part of our nation's tax 
code. On December 18, 2015 the president signed 
the bill into law. The IRA Charitable Rollover 
provision allows individuals who have 
reached age 70½ to donate up to $100,000 to 
qualified charitable organizations directly from 
their Individual Retirement Account (IRA), with-
out treating the distribution as taxable income. To 
make a tax-free gift from your IRA, it is im-
portant to not withdraw the funds from your ac-
count, but to have your IRA custodian distribute 
the gift directly to a qualified charity such as the 
Oblong Children's Christian Home. Amounts giv-
en in this way count toward required IRA mini-
mum withdrawal amounts for the year in which 
you make your gift. Such a gift may also result in 
state income-tax savings. Check with your IRA 
administrator or your tax adviser for more infor-
mation.  

     It’s Only Polite. . .  
    In late November and throughout the month of De-
   cember, you heard from us 
  about the importance of year-end gifts 
  and how 2015 had been difficult.  Our 
 traditional appeals for financial support hadn’t 
 returned the income we had hoped.  What  
happened after our plea for you to consider a year-end 
gift?  YOU RESPONDED!  December 2015 was a  
wonderful month for us.  Thank you for being  
generous and for remembering us with your  
charitable giving! 



Christmas  
at 
Oblong 
Children’s 
Christian 
Home. . . . . 

With the Christmas holiday still fresh on 
our minds, we share with you some of the 
images of our Christmas season together.  
Carolers, candlelight Christmas Eve ser-

vices, cookie decorating, fun holiday 
games, and treasured friends from 

churches who come bearing gifts for our 
kids. . .these were all a part of our cele-
bration.  Christmas is certainly made 

merrier because of you.  Thank you for 
remembering this ministry at the holi-

days! 


