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E-MAIL! 
 

We’d love for you to consider receiving 
your Builder by e-mail.  Our ministry 
would continue to stay in contact with 

you, but with no postage and no  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

paper costs!  Simply send your name and 
e-mail address to 

          use_my_email@yahoo.com. 
We’ll make sure the next issue is deliv-
ered to your electronic inbox.  To those 

of you who have chosen this option 
(more than 700 folks), thank you! 
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SPRING 2016 

 

Visit our Facebook page for 
lots of great pictures.   

“Like us” and get daily up-
dates! 

Fresh and New! 
This newsletter is filled with new-
ness!  Spring is here, and there is 

so much excitement, refreshment, 
and NEWS to share.  Take a look 

inside!! 

Our Own Denver is Named to United States  
Tumbling and  

Trampoline Elite  
National Team!  

The National Team!   After competing in three 
team trials in Salem, Belvidere, and Hammond, Indiana, 
our very own Denver achieved what is currently the 
height of his gymnastics career (although I believe he’ll 
likely top even this honor in years to come).  Denver was 
one of eleven male gymnasts selected!  To be eligible to 
qualify for the team, an athlete must be at the elite level 
(that is the highest level, by the way) in tumbling, double 
mini, and trampoline.  AMAZING!  We are so proud of 
this young man and the effort he puts toward doing what 
he loves.   

Tell me about the Emergency Helpers program. . . 
 

It would be unfair of us to address a portion of our readers without explaining why.  Inside this is-
sue, you’ll find an unconventional letter to a group of folks who have agreed to be Emergency Help-
ers for the Oblong Children’s Christian Home.  They number slightly more than 4,700!  These folks 
have said that when an emergency arises at the Children’s Home, 
they want to be made aware.  Furthermore, they agree that if they 
are financially able at the time, they will contribute a gift of $25 or 
more to the Home to help resolve the crisis that the ministry is in.  
We are so grateful for this group of folks, and it is our honor to call 
them partners in this ministry.  If you are interested in becoming an 
Emergency Helper, please e-mail us at christianhome@fairpoint.net 
or call our office at 618-592-3633 to let us know.  We pledge not to 
issue Emergency Help requests more than four times annually. 



NEW Restaurant 
in Town 

 

When you live in a small community 
like Oblong, you celebrate the little 
things.  For us, the celebration has 
been over the opening of a 
new restaurant in Robinson:  
ROSATI’S.  Here, the girls 
from the girls’ home show 
how to fill a big booth ef-
fectively.  And, thanks to a generous 
Executive Director, on staff apprecia-
tion day in March, all staff members 
received a gift card to Rosati’s as well.  
Maybe it’s a stretch to say this “new” 
restaurant is a blessing, but sometimes 
it is the little things that bring a smile.  

Take a Look at Our 

New Wheels! 
 

When you grow at the rate that we do, even your 
transportation needs expand.  Recently, we have 
accepted younger children into the program, and 
that means that the number of students we have 
enrolled at New Hebron Christian School has 
grown.  It has grown so much so, in fact, that 
we’ve had to purchase a 15-passenger van to re-
place a 12-passenger van that was due for replace-
ment.  Check our our NEW van!  We are grateful 
to Silverthorne Chevrolet in Robinson for working 
with us to ensure that we have a safe vehicle at a 
great price.  What a blessing!! 

It’s Been A Long Process, 
but God is Faithful 
 

In June 2015, after considerable work by the future growth 
committee, the Children’s Home board approved a three-
phase plan that would expand our office facilities, create resi-
dential space on campus for new staff members, and (most 
importantly) further our reach through the construction of a 
new girls’ residence.  Phase 1 was the updating of our offices 
and the creation of a campus welcome center.  Now, in April 
2016, we are equipped with what we believe to be the RIGHT 
plan!  (Sometimes growth isn’t easy, is it?) 
 
Some PROVIDENTIAL delay ensured that we would avoid a situation that would have been 
poor stewardship.  Our original plan was to renovate the combined office building/residence into 
just offices.  We had experts on our construction committee who alerted us to the true costs of 
converting the structure into an office building, but we pressed on.  We obtained cost estimates 
for making the building handicapped-accessible, and they were huge.  It was going to cost 
$20,000 in cement work just to make the front door ADA-compliant from the parking area. 
Much more would need to be spent for an elevator to make the second floor accessible!    
 
Chris Martin, a member of the committee, suggested that since two-thirds of the building was 
already a residence, it would be much more cost effective to convert the other one-third of the 
building into a smaller residence. With the money saved, we could construct a new office/welcome 
center. 
 
Plans for a new office/welcome center are now complete.  An addition to the school is the most 
economical place for construction, and the placement on campus is also perfect.  The former of-
fice/residential structure will provide (with minor renovations) additional living quarters, too!  
FINALLY, we can say with much excitement and anticipation, “Construction will begin soon!”    



What Could Be More Exciting Than 
New Life? 

Winter, spring, summer, or fall. . .there is nothing better than celebrating  
NEW LIFE in Christ.  We are pleased to welcome Kaleigh and Sabrina to the family of God.  
These two beautiful young women have grown in so many areas of their lives since coming to 
live at the Oblong Children’s Christian Home.  Now, we have the honor and privilege to call 
them our sisters!  Their baptism on March 28 (the day after Easter) was an early highlight to 

our spring season.  May God bless you both richly; know that there is amazing potential ahead 
of you, and your family (the family of God) is here to walk with you. 

In Memory 
Debora Walls in memory/honor of Mrs. Earline Jennings ♥ Pete & Gloria Belew and Jody & Debbie Wesley in memory of Pauline 
Sanders ♥ Cindy Haines, Hunt City Congregational Christian Church, Kathy Johnson, Quincey & Janet Vanderhoof, Kim Lamar Jackson 
& family and Bart & Laura Ping, Marilyn Selby Bennett in memory of Norma Houser Kell ♥ Michael & Judy Henry in memory of 
Jesse Skinner, Donna Miller and Don Newbold ♥ Nancy Kraus in memory of Kathryn Wyatt ♥ Donald Woods in memory of 
Thelma L. Woods ♥ Clyde & Loretta Buckles in memory of Kenneth Cunningham, James Barnett and Donald Fryman ♥ Roseann 
LeFever, Angie Catt, ACM Family, Sharon Venters, Pat Knoblett, Michael & Anita Catt, Callaway Family, Teresa Dawson, Bob & Pam 
King, Deanna & Jim Bachelor, Marty Boelt, Jimmy & Waynette Rogers, Loretta Foust & family, Larry & Kaye Waggoner & family, Red 
& Peggy Waggoner & family, Wayne & Jackie Waggoner & family, Karen Waggoner & family, Judy Holder, Jim & Donna Bowman, 
Julie Rozcicha, and Jacqueline Williams in memory of Louise Waggoner ♥ Jess Newton in memory of Roy & Pauline Hill ♥ Tracy 
Ushela in memory of the McCullough Family ♥ Mary Ellen Craig in memory of Norma Kell, Christine Daniels and Angela Will  ♥ 
Marilyn King in memory of Hal King ♥ Lyle & Linda Bailey in memory of Jim Taylor ♥ Weldon & Gloria Belew in memory of 
Clyde Luege ♥ Curt & Angie Carter in memory of Louella Carter and Lenore Shaffer ♥ Tom & Ruth Ann Fleenor and Mike & Judy 
Henry in memory of Dennis Carder ♥ Richard & Judith Shepperd in memory of Aaron Patrick  

 
In Honor  

Edith Miller in honor of Martin & Edith Miller’s 70th wedding anniversary ♥ Rebecca Kaley in honor of Bonnie Allen  

Mark t
hese 

dates
 on 

your 
calen

dar. 
Help 

us to
 make s

ummer 

2016
 grea

t!! 

May 7, 2016 
 
Hutsonville 
City Park 
 
9th Annual 
Race for the 
Kids 
 
5K Walk/Run 
and Duathlon 
 

     8:00 a.m.         
 (Central) 

July 16, 2016 
 

5th Annual Sportsman’s Day 
 

NEW VENUE: 
Sam Parr State Park, Newton, IL 

 
Events begin at 10:30 a.m. 

 
COST:  Donation only! 

June 18, 2016 
 

BBQ Benefit Meal 
 

Robinson City Park   
 

Serving begins at 10:30 a.m. 



April 2016 
 
 
Dear Emergency Helper, 
 
Indeed, this is not a traditional way to send a letter, and yet, it is the most cost-effective and im-
mediate.  We are aware that our newsletter distribution reaches a wider audience than just the 
nearly 5,000 supporters who have identified themselves as “Emergency Helpers,” but we have 
taken the opportunity to address you specifically within these pages. 
 
In the early part of the year, the staff at Oblong opted not to send a traditional spring food appeal.  
Our freezer was filled.  The storeroom needed limited canned goods and/or paper supply.  We 
were pleased to by-pass a mailing, which would also save us in paper and postage.  We felt good 
about our supply on hand.  That level of comfort dissipated suddenly in 
mid-March. 
 
One Thursday afternoon, just as the temperatures outside were beginning 
to rise, we discovered something that no one wants to face:  a walk-in 
freezer full of pork, beef, chicken, vegetables, fish, etc. that had warmed 
to nearly room temperature because of a failed unit.  Many hands pitched 
in to help at a moment’s notice.  For some ground meat that was still safe 
to use, we quickly fried up sausage and beef and re-packaged it for more 
immediate use.  But, sadly, much chicken, fish, and other frozen supplies 
were a total loss. 
 
The walk-in unit can be repaired, praise God!  However, the failure was not just a fail-
ure of the cooling unit, but also the back-up warning device.  We know that to be good 
stewards, we need to repair this unit quickly and ensure that we are keeping safe all of 
the product that is so graciously given to us.   
 
In the very near future, the unit will be relocated.  In another part of this newsletter, 
you’ve likely read about our expansion plans, which include updating our office space, 

relocating our pantry and freezer room, and providing visitors with a well-defined welcome center 
when they arrive on campus.  At the time of the move, we’d like the freezer to be re-stocked.  We 
would also ask for your help with the repair bill and an additional cooling unit (refrigeration sys-
tem) for all of the fresh produce we receive.  A double-door cooler would help us to, again, be bet-
ter stewards.  Generously, we are provided with much fresh produce (farm-fresh eggs, fruits and 
vegetables from the Master’s Hand, and even “waste” produce from the Wal-Mart Distribution 

Center).  However, the small refrigerator we currently have is inadequate 
to hold all of the fresh food donation and should not be re-located, as it 
leaks and has poor door seals, compromising the internal temperature.  
Too often we can’t find a “home” for all of the fresh foods before they be-
come waste for us as well.  

 
At this time of emergency help, we are calling on 
you to consider a gift of $25 or more.  Our Emer-
gency Helpers will remember that we reserve special 
requests like this for true emergencies, and we 
pledge not to ask for such a gift more than four 
times annually.  Our last request to Emergency 
Helpers was mailed in April 2015. 
 
If you are able, please consider a contribution to this 
cause.  Thank you.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

   Arvin L. Moden, Adminisrator 

Please use my gift of  
  ___$25      ____$50       ___$100       or     ___other  
to help with freezer repair, re-stocking of necessary supplies, 

and the purchase of a new refrigeration unit at this time of emergency. 


